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Introduction 
 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
This issue has taken an extraordinary amount of time. There was a lot to analyse, 
photograph, and edit before we were able to present you with another packed 
magazine. 
 
One important reason for this, but not the only one, was the Z Gauge Weekend in 
Altenbeken. The pandemic is over and we were excited � our magazine was well 
represented at the event � about the number of visitors and participation. 
 
And unfortunately, we have to and want to criticise. We had a lot of fun and saw a lot of great work. But 
that can’t hide the fact that many table metres remained unused and the number of visitors left something 
to be desired from our point of view. 
 
We will have to talk about this in order to uncover and analyse the causes and draw conclusions for the 
future. Unfortunately, we have so far had the impression that precisely this process is not taking place, 
and that the course has already been set to continue the downward slide that has already begun. 
 
We don’t want to have to ask ourselves in a few years� time who was right, because this focus is always 
only on the guilty parties. Our aim is to be honest and self-critical, and to develop suitable solutions for a 
successful future. 
 
Altenbeken is still a long way from sinking into insignificance within our Z gauge, but let’s be honest: Who 
is aware of this world�s largest Z gauge meeting outside our community? Not many people do, and it’s 
bad that this is especially true for the immediate neighbourhood. 
 
Such events are always the most expressive form of public relations work and it is precisely this that 
almost never takes place. Potential must be recognised and also raised, otherwise, the circle of insiders 
will only become smaller over time, and with it the number of visitors will continue to decline. 
 
But let’s look ahead: today we have the honour of presenting a new small series supplier for our nominal 
scale with its first product. We also have the honour of delving deeper into a top-class self-build topic. 
 
And things are also happening among the major manufacturers. Noch has been particularly innovative 
and has known how to use colour 3D printing almost perfectly for our scale. We have therefore included 
a separate article on human figures and how to set them up effectively. 
 
As always, we supplement the topics with two literature presentations, news items and, above all, letters 
to the editor. My colleagues and I would like to express our sincere thanks for the current very high level 
of interest from countries outside Germany. This shows us how important and appreciated our work is. I 
hope you enjoy reading this issue! 
  
 
Sin-Z-erely, 
 
Holger Späing 

Holger Späing 
Editor-in-chief 
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Market entry of Nordmodell 
A different Kind of half-timbered House 
 
On the layout, half-timbered houses are among the most popular building models and can be 
found in the programme of almost all kit suppliers. Laser-cut hard cardboard has also become a 
common standard and is no longer unusual. And yet, the supplier Nordmodell still managed to 
surprise us. We would now like to explain why this is the case. 
 
Nordmodell is a manufacturer that has so far only produced for the N nominal scale. In this scale, it is 
known for fine and accurately fitting models at a high level. This small business works with light cutting 
technology and 3D printing. Together, they enable a wide variety of shapes and models that can also be 
produced in small quantities. 
 
These are actually ideal prerequisites for getting involved in the Z gauge market. And that is exactly what 
has now happened: Eberhard Herbst has informed us that he has decided to gradually offer his 
programme in this scale as well. He cites the customer response and increasing demand that he has 
heard at trade fairs and exhibitions as the reason for this, as Nordmodell is regularly present at such 
public events. 
 

 
The premiere in 1:220 scale takes place with a half-timbered house, labelled �Half-timbered building 
under renovation� (item no. LC-220-332). The item number indicates the hard cardboard material used 
and the Lasercut (LC) production process, while the end number indicates the model selected, as it is 
already known from N scale. 
 

The two manufacturer’s samples of the “half-timbered building in refurbishment” (item no. LC-220-332) show different construction 
variants that can be freely selected by the customer. 
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We also find a very apt description on the manufacturer’s website that perfectly summarises the 
appearance, possible history, and function: �A pretty, small half-timbered building that is in need of 
renovation or is currently being renovated. It is a small residential building, formerly probably part of a 
part-time farm, which is now being converted into a residential building.� 
 

 
 
The building offers a degree of flexibility that is unusual for construction kits, as the degree of visible, i.e., 
already completed, renovation work can be individually selected and displayed. This is made possible by 
selected components, which are included in two versions. There is the option of displaying the old 
compartments, which have been filled with straw and clay plaster, as well as building them with brickwork. 
 
Windows, doors, and gates, on the other hand, always represent the historical and very attractive 
condition. This not only fits in perfectly with the former purpose, but is also a stylistic element for 
modernisation work in order to permanently preserve the special charm of such buildings. 
 
 
 

The plastered half-timbering makes for a harmonious-looking building. The panelling of the gable is worth a note: with wood as a 
natural material, there is always the possibility of a surface with a disturbing appearance. In such a case, painting all similar parts 
before installation would be a sensible measure. 
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The conservation regulations can also have an influence on the model. The impression that the entrances 
lead to the stable and a hallway, as in earlier times, definitely has a positive effect on the viewer. The 
majority of our readers will probably remember templates that have been and are being maintained in an 
exemplary manner using this approach. 
 
 
Looking at the miniatures 
 
The manufacturer provided us with 
two sample buildings showing differ-
ent superstructure variants of the 
same kit. 
 
We have used this to convey to our 
readers the versatility that leads to a 
very individual photo on the layout 
and makes the kit universally 
applicable � after all, half-timbered 
houses have not been just a regional 
phenomenon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
continued on page 8 

Both house models present a view of walls and wall surfaces that have already been renovated. The typical structure of the gable 
walls of many historic buildings can also be clearly seen from this perspective. 
 

If we continue upwards with the camera from the same perspective as above, we 
can also see a very attractive building from an elevated position. 
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These two photos show one of the two show houses from all four sides: The street side is completely renovated with brick-filled 
compartments, while the courtyard side still shows plaster infill. Refurbishment work is already continuing on one of the two long 
sides. 
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Hard cardboard, photo cardboard, and real wood were used, which was cut and engraved using a laser. 
This can easily be seen on the finished building. The core of the building, on the other hand, is made of 
grey cardboard, which can only be seen on the underside after assembly. 
 
As this material has a lower density than hard cardboard and can absorb moisture more quickly, we 
suggest that you post-harden these inner components, at your own discretion, before joining them 
together. 
 
Pre-treatment with a deep penetrating primer, as recommended by another building manufacturer, or 
impregnation with liquid superglue, which is absorbed and not only seals but also stiffens the parts, would 
be conceivable. 
 
With both materials, however, it should be noted that soaked grey cardboard parts must be protected 
against warping and waves until the moisture has been completely released into the ambient air! The 
same applies to colour treatment, which is not necessary but can also be an individual requirement. 
Optional ageing can be applied with powder paints. 
 

A sharp craft knife with a cutting mat, nail scissors, tweezers, toothpicks and wood or laser-cut glue are 
required for assembly, alternatively a superglue (liquid or gel). We recommend an all-purpose adhesive 
such as Uhu Kraft for gluing film behind the windows to imitate glass panes. 
 
We would also like to briefly summarise the scope of delivery: In addition to the grey cardboard basic 
structure already mentioned, finely engraved wall elements in clinker brick and plaster imitation, very fine 

The floor of the building and the interior walls are made of grey cardboard. As this material is more sensitive to moisture than 
hardboard, it may be worth considering sealing these parts with a deep penetrating primer before installation. 
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window imitations made of through-dyed photo cardboard and gable boarding, as well as half-timbered 
parts made of real wood await the buyer. 

On the crafting table, the half-timbered house grows from the inside outwards and slowly upwards at the 
same time. This is also no different to all the hard cardboard buildings we have already presented here. 
 

However, it is not always a matter of course that a model is also equipped with interior walls including 
doors and storey ceilings. This ensures greater stability on the inside, but also opens up the opportunity 
to illuminate rooms individually or, if there is a view, also to fit them out. 

We also show a refurbished gable wall in a macro shot. Here, too, the house shows no weaknesses and satisfies the viewer. The
natural stone plinth, which forms the foundation of the historic building, is now clearly visible. 
 

The views of the interior from various construction stages illustrate the room layout, which both makes the interior design appear 
credible and allows only selected rooms to be illuminated. Incidentally, the photos are taken from the manufacturer's well-illustrated 
instructions. Photos: Nordmodell 
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This is certainly interesting here in the area of the fronts due to the larger and more pane surfaces, 
especially as the large doors can also be shown in the open state. To make things easier for yourself, 
both the base plate and the floor slabs should have cable openings in places that will not be visible later. 
It is best to place these in the edge area so that strands do not catch the eye when looking through the 
windows. 
 
The unique selling point of the supplier Nordmodell remains the half-timbered infill panels. Two complete 
component arches are included in the scope of delivery. They allow the building to be built completely in 
red brick structure or plaster, as well as in a state during renovation, as is the case with our samples. 
 

 
 
Compared to the �Dörpede� and �Kallental� building series from the 1zu220-Shop, to which the chosen 
architectural style also fits well, a decision in favour of one or the other alternative does not have to be 
made before purchase. 
 
Certainly not every building on a layout should be shown in a state of ongoing renovation, but for individual 
houses, this is certainly a very good idea. The façade, which then appears somewhat more restless, 
attracts attention and emphasises an individual half-timbered house from its surroundings. This opens 
the way for ideas in the detailed design that would otherwise probably go unnoticed. 
 

In addition to the parts for the tiled roof, the kits supplied also include a ridge and the elements required for the chimneys: Brick 
structure and ring anchor on its upper end. 
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Looking back on what we have written, we recognise the launch of the new supplier for Z gauge as a 
very good incentive to build more individually and thus give your own layout a special feature. And also 
because of the combination possibilities with the offers of other manufacturers, we honour this first work 
for our scale with a nomination for the new releases of the year 2024 in the accessories category. 
 

Manufacturer of the models: 
https://www.modellbausatz-nord.de 
 

The last view is from the perspective of our figures: the building easily withstands this, too. The large roof overhangs catch the eye, 
which were once deliberately chosen for the building, and make it stand out from many other half-timbered houses. 
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Layout details (part 7) 
Smaller than Life 
 
Today, we can finally continue our unintentionally interrupted 2023 focus topic series on layout 
details. This penultimate part is dedicated to the people that breathe life into our layouts. Nobody 
can or wants to do without them, but Z scale figures can be a challenging topic, especially when 
they simply don't want to seem alive. 
 
As long as there have been model railways, there have also been manufacturers producing miniature 
figures to complement the scenery. The classic that has been around for decades is Preiser, which has 
outlived many other brands. Its injection-moulded tiny figures were also present right from the start of Z 
scale. 
 
In recent years, however, things around Preiser figures have, unfortunately, become quieter, and hardly 
any new figures in previously unknown poses or areas of life have seen the light of day. At the same time, 
products from small volume producers have become all the more important, while traditional accessory 
suppliers such as Faller and Noch have recently also introduced their own figures series. 

The most innovative new products have come from the Allgäu region-based company Noch. They are 
employing a completely new manufacturing process whose results we would like to discuss here. But, 
first, we would like to take a moment to reflect on what actually brings model railway scenes to life. Only 
in this way will we be able to select our figures correctly and set them up appropriately. 

Figures bring layouts to life, like here on a module by our editor Harald Fried. But, it's not just a sufficient number of human replicas 
that is crucial: it is also important to use them in a targeted way that allows us to recognise scenes from real life. 
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As so often at this point, it is now time to get out into the �wild� and explore some prototype situations! 
Unfortunately, it is no longer so easy to photograph people and capture interesting scenes and document 
them so that we can recreate them at home. 
 
The magic word in this context is �right to one’s own image� and the consequent necessity to adhere to 
the strict requirements of the European General Data Protection Regulation. It is no longer possible to 
take targeted photos of other people without prior authorisation. We believe this is understandable and 
correct, even if it imposes restrictions: If we ask people beforehand and receive their permission, the 
resulting images will certainly seem staged and not very random or natural. 
 

So, for the most part we can only observe and later tap into our mentally recorded images. But, 
sometimes, we can also fall back on photographs in which people were unintentionally captured as part 
of a scenery and therefore can now provide us with some information after all. 
 
However, since most of us are modelling era III and IV situations, historical photographs are also a 
valuable source of inspiration. Although only a few railway photographers have specifically targeted 
people in photos, they do exist: one prominent example is Reinhold Palm, who frequently produced 
photographs in which people take centre stage or even form the main motif. He did this for advertising 
purposes in the service of the German Federal Railways. 
 
 

continued on page 15 

The best stories are still written by life itself, but, when it comes real-life images, we usually have to resort to historical scenes: 
Travellers looking for a train connection on the departure board at Passau main station on 4 May 1962 draw our attention to the 
timetable with the direction of their gaze. Photo: Walter Hollnagel, Eisenbahnstiftung 
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Fortunately, his negatives and diapositives were preserved by the Eisenbahnstiftung (Railway 
Foundation) and today make for a valuable contribution to its photographic archives. This is also a lucky 
coincidence for you and us, who are thus able to draw on selected images for this article. 
 
Of course, these are mostly scenes that were taken at railway stations or in their immediate vicinity, but 
some scenes could equally be transposed to a pedestrian zone, for example. Now then, let’s give free 
rein to our imagination! 
 
 
Staged or natural?  
 
Everyone may have had the experience: Soon after purchasing a pack of scale figures and carefully 
distributing and placing them on the platform, we start to having our doubts. Although the eye can see a 
figure in every corner, the scene just doesn’t work. It doesn’t give the impression of authentic, pulsating 
life. 
 
People in real life wait for the train, go to the station kiosk, linger at the magazine or ice-cream trolley, or 
rummage nervously in their pockets for their tickets. But, that’s exactly what the figures we’ve just put up 
don’t convey. 

 
 

continued on page 17 
 

View of the platform at Frankfurt Central Station in 1964: We see many people waiting for their train, walking calmly or in a hurry to 
the platform and strolling along together. However, the viewer of these scenes immediately realises that a random moment has been 
captured here and that it is not a staged scene. Photo: Reinhold Palm, Eisenbahnstiftung 
 
Photo on page 14: 
Two railway men in the Berlin-Pankow marshalling yard posing for the photographer in 1942, even though he was clearly trying for a 
natural shot. Photo: RVM (Ittenbach), Eisenbahnstiftung 
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Figure scenes on the model railway must appear plausible, otherwise they lose their naturalness: The driver of the Beetle (photo 
above) seems annoyed by the long wait at the level crossing and has gotten out to stretch his legs – the closed vehicle door doesn't 
even matter. Father and son on the bench next to the building (photo below) seem to be silent. Nevertheless, the scene looks extremely 
realistic thanks to the relaxed postures given to them by the designers at Noch. 
 
Translated with www.DeepL.com/Translator (free version) 
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If we look at each one individually, we come to the conclusion that everything seems fine and that it 
cannot be due to the selected object. So, what is the key to success? We must first realise that, unlike 
the trains, our figures do not move. What is possible for car models with the Z-Car system is not possible 
for our human miniatures. 
 
No matter which figure we choose and look at, it will always remain a tiny, three-dimensional statue. If 
we see them as groups, we perceive them as an equally three-dimensional photograph, a frozen 
snapshot. 
 
Let’s take a look at old family photos as a template. Even decades later, we can usually tell straight away 
whether we are looking at a staged scene, or whether the photo was taken by chance at a random 
moment. 
 

When the photographer drew attention to himself, all eyes turned to him and the camera. At the coffee 
table, almost everyone suddenly assumed the same position to present themselves upright, smiling and 
with their eyes open. (Non-verbal) communication only took place with the photographer at the moment 
the shutter was released. 

What makes for a natural effect? The answers certainly include the different roles that people perceive in a situation. The gentleman 
and lady on the left are engaged in a brief conversation with their porter on the platform of Stettin station in Berlin in 1929, while the 
gentleman in the hat has averted his gaze – today, he would probably be looking at a mobile phone. Photo: RVM, Eisenbahnstiftung 
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The situation was different, however, when the camera was triggered in an unobserved moment. In this 
case, conversations between two or more people were recorded, with all eyes focussed on the person 
speaking. The rest of the relatives were perhaps focussing on the cup or the piece of cake. They are 
clearly not looking at the person with the camera in their hand. 
 
As viewers of the model railway layout, we find ourselves in precisely this role: we take part in the lives 
of others, our figures. For them, we are not even present. They are talking to each other or have been 
�frozen� in a very specific situation. Their posture and gestures give them expression. 
 
Transferring this vividly and credibly to a model is one of the great strengths of three Z scale accessory 
manufacturers: Trafofuchs has been one of them for many years, because co-owner Birgit Foken-Brock 
has never limited herself to simply adding paint to the mouldings. 
 

 
According to the customer’s individual wishes and requirements, she used to give them typical and unique 
postures, matching clothing and sometimes even tools. 
 
This is still the case today, but her unique figures are no longer created by dismantling and reassembling 
various body parts of standard figures and adding accessories. Instead, they are now designed on the 
computer and subsequently 3D printed. 
 
And while, as far as we know, every figure at Preiser is still modelled by hand from wax, CAD design has 
long since won out at accessories specialist Noch. They have had their own ranges of figures or many 
years, which were also extended to Z scale seven years ago. 

Postures, clothing, and tools make scenes authentic: the couple in the foreground maintain physical contact, the gentleman's left arm 
allows us to perceive the dog lead, which has not been reproduced at all. The farmer in his overalls behind the barrier also attracts 
our attention, as his posture draws our attention to the tractor, which might have some problem. 
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And whilst the Noch figures tended to be of a shorter and more voluminous body shape, Preiser (including 
their acquired brand Merten) favoured, and still favours, tall people with a slender frame. Only a mix of 
figures from both producers did make for a welcome change on a layout and a representative reflection 
of reality. 
 
However, the current highlight of product development is the recently released 3D printed figures from 
Noch. What has always made the difference at Trafofuchs is now also available �off the peg� from a large-
volume producer. 
 
The Wangen-based company knew better than any other figure manufacturer how to design highly lifelike 
miniatures. In fact, they appear to be frozen in the middle of a typical movement that is easily 
recognisable, even when we set them up in studio conditions without the necessary backdrop. 

 
So, we recognise how a beach goer inflates a rubber animal, the shunter lays down a brake shoe, the 
angler casts out his line or a mountaineer scrambles up a rock face. Let’s think of the many police officers 
who have been offered their jobs over five decades: If even one of them were to clip a parking ticket to 
the windscreen wiper, we certainly wouldn’t need to think about what he was (still) holding in his hand, 
given the position of his arms, or?  
 
We are delighted with the momentum that the figure market has recently experienced. Artitec has also 
recently joined the market with two releases, which is why the Amsterdam-based company deserves to 
be mentioned as the third supplier. Here, too, the postures of the farmers and bricklayers are so clearly 
recognisable that there is no risk of misinterpretation. 
 
 
Dynamics and interaction 
 
Typical movements and postures that are characteristic of a recognisable situation or profession 
apparently allow our brain to put ourselves in the situations depicted. Even if it is actually only a static 
situation that we see, we subconsciously perceive action or sequence of movements. 
 

New figures from Artitec convey a special sense of authenticity. For the designs, the company's own employees slip into historical 
costumes and are then 3D-scanned, as soon as they have assumed the appropriate posture. 
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The dynamics of the moment are therefore created in our heads. We believe we are experiencing a 
sequence of events that does not actually exist. And that is what makes the difference between successful 
model railway scenes and those that do not inspire us to dream. 

 
It is crucial to think about the scene to be depicted in advance, to let it take place in your mind and to 
select exactly those figures from the range that fit the desired image. And, of course, they must not all be 
orientated towards the viewer. They live their life on the layout, and we just happen to be watching from 
the outside. 
 
We are thinking, for example, of the postman on his bike, which can be found in the Trafofuchs range. 
Navigating a long curve, we see him leaning at a decent angle, which should in principle make him tip 
over. But we can almost feel the speed he has picked up to quickly distribute the many letters in his bag 
and look forward to the end of the working day. 
 

Who hasn't experienced this? Women can spend hours looking at shop windows while he looks annoyed at his watch and fears 
missing an appointment. In this scene, two figures interact without making eye contact or communicating with each other. This scene 
was created using misappropriated content from the 3D printed “Figures” pack from the still new products 2023. 
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The man from the Klingenhöfer Miniaturen figure range is much more relaxed as he leads a Golden 
Retriever along a forest path. He is walking at a leisurely pace and is completely focused on leading the 
leash while enjoying the sounds of the forest. 
 
This is also an expression of interaction between individual figures: humans and dogs are travelling 
together, communicating non-verbally via the leash. Their behaviour adapts to each other through action 
and reaction. This only has a coherent effect if the connection between humans and animals is also 
credibly portrayed. 

 
The same applies to the father on the platform (Trafofuchs), who is waiting for his family. After the train 
has stopped and the wife heads towards her husband, the small child rushes off excitedly. It runs towards 
its father, who opens his arms to welcome his little boy and bends down to pick him up.  
 
If we were to turn the figures by just a few degrees so that their eyes no longer meet, the entire scene 
would no longer be effective. Comparable discrepancies in detail can also render family photos, which 
we have already used as a reference, worthless. 
 
Today, photos in which a person is photographed with a blink of an eye or eating seem downright strange. 
The eyelids are only closed for a fraction of a second, making the person photographed appear to be 
asleep, usually in a very questionable posture. 
 
A chewing movement frozen in the photo disfigures every face because it loses its familiar symmetry. Art 
and skill are required when we look at purchased figures and try to imagine what situation they could be 
in. 
 
 

continued on page 23 

The postman on the bicycle lends this scene the necessary dynamism with his tilted position and the hand held protectively on his 
cap. Meanwhile, the yellow colour of the vehicle ensures that this scene cannot be overlooked, even in the middle of the layout. 
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Man and dog (photo above) from Klingenhöfer Miniaturen radiate familiar cosiness, photographed together on a walk in the forest in 
the evening sun. Farewell and reunion scenes are part of everyday life at the railway station: Trafofuchs' little child runs overjoyed 
into his father's arms (photo below). 
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In most cases, the product name tells us what the manufacturer had in mind, but we can perhaps see 
much more in it. If we use them just as credibly in a completely different context, then the viewer will 
probably not even recognise them, which is an advantage especially with figures from large volume 
producers Preiser, Merten, Faller, or Noch. 
 
The ability to transfer between different contexts can then help us to reproduce typical everyday situations 
or professional activities without having to wait for a character who is also intended to do exactly that. 
And, remember how important communication is. 

 
People chat and talk to each other, several times a day and in almost all situations. This doesn’t just apply 
to a table in a beer garden or a large group waiting for the bus or train. Even a little chat between two 
neighbours while hanging out the laundry is easy to spot from a distance. It is always important that the 
people communicating make eye contact. 
 
 
Aiming at consistency 
 
However, there are also gaps in the now large, and in some cases difficult to navigate range of products 
on the market. For Z scale, there is often a lack of everyday animal companions such as cats or dogs, 
and especially children’s figures. 
 
Although something has changed in this area over the last ten years, the focus is still on replicas of adults 
in summer clothing, roughly divided equally between the male and female sexes. 
  
 

On 26 June 1961, the mobile sales stand at Hamburg Central Station is bustling with people. The many people in the center and
background interact and communicate with each other. Even without movement and sound, it is easy to understand what is 
happening. Photo: Walter Hollnagel, Eisenbahnstiftung 
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Filling a playground with a whole host of smaller children in a wide variety of poses can quickly become 
a challenge. This becomes particularly exciting when we also travel back in time: Whether it’s the imperial 
era, the �golden twenties� or the economic miracle period, there are still many gaps to be filled here. 
 
Winter is a good example of how strange it can be when the figure and the environment don’t match. 
Imagine the typical female figure in a skirt and showing a lot of leg, waiting for the train next to large piles 
of snow on the platform. The icicles on the edges of the roof reveal the icy cold that prevails on a morning 
like this, when commuters have to get to work for better or worse. 
 

Our figures should therefore also match the season depicted on the layout, which in our example means 
that long trousers, thick coats, scarves and gloves are probably more appropriate. So far, the almost only 
producer catering to the segment of winter figures is Trafofuchs, which incidentally are also in the form 
of children playing with sledges and snowmen. 
 
This leads us to a brief overview of the market: The most traditional manufacturer here is Preiser. In most 
cases, six figures are put together in one box. Some of the basic shapes were and are also offered in 
different colours. For example, shapes of the railway staff and the policemen are identical. 
 
However, the Preiser range generally does not include highly specialised figures. Priests, bridal couples 
and wedding guests, for example, were always in great demand. These figures were a classic in Merten’s 
range, which was later absorbed by Preiser. Many Z scale enthusiasts have already been waiting for new 
editions for over 20 years, but so far there have only been announcements. 
 
 

 

continued on page 26 

This scene is unmistakably set on a frosty winter morning. If the rushing figures weren’t wearing jackets and headgear, the 
arrangement wouldn’t work. Winter-clad figures are almost exclusively to be found in the Trafofuchs programme. 
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Children's figures are simply indispensable on a layout but are still hard to source from most manufacturers: Mother and child have 
parked their bicycles (photo above) and are looking at the water. A single, strategically placed figure can also have a great effect 
(photo below), as shown by this no longer so sprightly senior citizen, who still has a long walk ahead of him. 
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If you looked closely, you could rediscover some of these figures at Faller (and also Märklin, by the way). 
Apparently, the Gütenbach-based company bought them in order to promote sales of their own building 
kits with thematically matching figures. Gradually, however, we are also recognising replacements by 
their own creations, which will certainly also arrive in Z scale. 
 
The next large-volume supplier was Noch. The brand from the Allgäu region had already made a name 
for itself for well over a decade with a wide range of injection-moulded plastic figures. 
 
Together with the co-operation with Rokuhan to support Japanese sales in Europe, the decisive impulse 
seemed to have been given to also produce important figure sets in 1:220 scale. 
 
Noch�s 3D printed figures have been just released and announced for this year appear to be the next 
evolutionary stage. They allow a very intricate reproduction of the smallest details and also of colour 
gradients and patterns in the clothing, something that was previously not economically feasible on our 
scale. 
 

3D printing, although not in colour, has now even arrived in small volume production. The pioneer 
Trafofuchs was joined here by Klingenhöfer Miniaturen, both of which specialise in special themes and 
thus play a firm and reliable role in our scale. 
 
We currently categorise Artitec between large and small volume production. In addition to its direct sales 
platform, the Dutch supplier also has a dealer network and impresses with extremely credibly reproduced 
miniatures, but they are still so new on the market that they first have to find their way onto the layouts. 
We have no doubt that they will do so! 
 
NoBa-Modelle is not really a manufacturer of figures, but we would also like to briefly mention this 
company. At least there were a few exceptions, because their petrol lawnmower also wanted to be 
pushed by somebody. 
 
KoMi-Miniaturen deserves a historical mention. When this specialist first started out, it also focussed 
heavily on figures. We remember golfers, who also characterised the brand image, a nativity scene or a 
pig butchering scene. 
 
 

The comparison of two plastic injection-moulded conductor figures (photo left) from Noch (left) and Preiser (right) reveals different 
shapes, but also subtleties in body parts and posture. The new, multi-coloured 3D printed figures from Noch (photo right), on the 
other hand, represent a completely new generation of human miniatures. 
 



Trainini® ������������	
�������
  
German Magazine for Z Gauge 
 

June 2024 Page 27 www.trainini.eu 

Wherever we go, nothing works on the model railway without figures. Everyone recognised this early on. 
However, the decisive factor is how we now know which scenes we define, select, and, perhaps, also 
adapt. 

 
We should also think carefully about how and where we place them. Because in their final location, they 
should tell us stories from life as we know it. And they always do this in silence. This is where the old 
adage comes true: �Photo is worth a thousand words.� 

Current figure suppliers for Z gauge: 
https://artitec.nl 
https://www.faller.de 
https://www.klingenhoefer.com 
 
https://www.noch.de 
https://www.preiserfiguren.de 
http://www.trafofuchs.de 
 
Image gallery of the Eisenbahnstiftung: 
https://eisenbahnstiftung.de/bildergalerie, 

Special situations can also be reproduced with the lifelike figures from Noch’s new products: This shunting locomotive driver with a 
radio remote control stands on the platform of the class 361 and moves along with the model. 
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Alternative building construction (Part 2) 
Deep-set Windows 
 
Buildings with windows that are almost or completely flush with the wall are quite prototypical. 
This applies not only to modern architecture, but also to some older, even historic, buildings. 
However, there are many buildings where the windows are considerably deeper in the wall. We 
now show how vinyl film can also be used in such situations. 
 
By Reinder Rutgers. The basis for our work today is a sheet of opaque polystyrene: we choose a 0.8 mm 
thick, white version. It should be larger than the part to be produced, as with the method described in the 
last part 1. 
 
This panel is covered with vinyl or painted with modelling paint or spray-painted. Then a layer of foil in 
the colour of the beams or wall details is glued over it to create the framework or, in the case of plastered 
buildings, the wall elements. This can be done in the same way as with method 1 / 1A (see part 1), which 
is the simplest method and recommended for beginners. 
 

 
As I don’t want to deprive readers of an alternative, I will now describe how to produce one or more layers 
of vinyl independently of the background material. In this case, the vinyl remains on the backing paper 
and is then transferred to the base material using an intermediate carrier. 
 
In principle, this is the standard procedure for transferring lettering to cars, advertising signs, windows, 
etc., on a 1:1 scale. Even if we work with a CNC cutting plotter for modelling purposes, it is a normal 
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procedure. It is less relevant when cutting by hand in Z scale, as described here; the reasons for this will 
become clear below. 
 
 
Getting to work 
 
A copy of the drawing is glued onto vinyl film with �Rubber Cement.� It is best to fix the whole thing to a 
small board with adhesive tape. In principle, you could also work without a board, but in this case, there 
is a risk that the vinyl will not lie flat, which could affect the dimensional accuracy of the workpiece. 
 
In this case, the model is a romantic timber frame with crooked beams, as we see in rural buildings or 
historical half-timbered buildings � in this case, the model comes from the Palatinate. Therefore, with the 
exception of the outer lines, the beams are cut freehand. A pointed knife with an interchangeable blade 
is used for this purpose.  

 
The drawing and remnant pieces are then removed. The part is exposed by removing the edge area. We 
then stick on the transfer film. Then carefully and slowly peel off the background paper from the vinyl film. 
It is best to unroll the paper, which is easy with DC fix, whereas, professional films make it more difficult 
with their thick background papers. 
 
Important: If something does not detach from the backing paper of the vinyl, stop immediately and 
carefully try to detach it manually using specific grips. The framework is then located on the transfer foil. 

With the exception of the outer lines, the framework of our current template is cut freehand. 
 




































































































